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Design Lessons that Promote Interaction 
 

• Create ample opportunities to practice academic language, not 
just social language. 

 Learning depends not only on how much English students are 
 exposed to.  It also hinges on the quality of meaningful language. 
 Unfortunately, many classes tend to be heavy with teacher talk, 
 with student response limited to simple information-recall  
 statements.  Maximum motivation and comprehension depend 
 on plenty of oral interaction with others. 
 

• Partner lower with greater proficiency speakers. 
 Sheltered classes should be structured so that students are 
 interacting in collaborative investigation of a body of knowledge. 
 Turn-taking needs to be balanced between teacher and students 
 as well as among students so that everyone has an opportunity 
 to participate.  By mixing proficiency levels, you provide modeling 
 of correct English usage for your ELs. 
 

• Encourage elaborated responses while discussing concepts: "Tell 
me more."  "How do you know?"  "Why is that important?" 

 Students should be encouraged to express their thoughts in a clear 
 and complete way.  You should not accept mumbled or partial 
 answers.  Avoid dominating the discussion by finishing a student's 
 answer.  Instead, restate or paraphrase responses in correct English 
 and then ask students to provide more information:  "What do mean 
 by...?"  "What else...?"  "What does that remind you of?" 
 

• Allow plenty of time to think and prepare responses. 
 It is critical to wait for students to have time to complete their 
 answers.  You can create a class signal for "I am thinking," such as 
 a finger to the temple.  Students might choose to write first, then 
 answer, or to discuss potential responses with a friend in their native 
 language before responding in English. 
 

• Don't allow interruption of student responses. 
 Don't allow stronger students to dominate the discussion.  More 
 advanced students can write answers while they wait.  Remember 
 that ELs have to process ideas in two languages.  In order to move 
 the class along, you might have to offer a 50-50 choice.   



Create Application Activities that Extend Learning 
 

• Divide content into short, meaningful parts. 
 Just like learning to ride a two-wheeler, mastering a new concept 
 takes a series of small, manageable steps.  You first needed training 
 wheels, then someone holding onto the back of the bike before 
 you could balance on your own.  In the same way, guided practice 
 with hands-on manipulatives  should be connected to chunks of 
 meaningful content.  Practice sessions can be gradually spaced 
 farther apart until independence is achieved. 
 

• Give regular and specific feedback. 
 Students need reassurance that they are doing a good job. 
 Feedback can be as simple as a word, "Yes, that's right," or 
 "Let's try it this way, OK?"  It can also be in the form of a rubric 
 or a checklist.   Don't reserve feedback for one ultimate grade. 
 Let students how they are doing during each step.  Correct  
 errors in natural way, avoiding embarrassment. 
 

• Integrate reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 
 Native speakers enter school needing to build vocabulary while 
 they learn to read and write.  ELs, on the other hand, must acquire 
 all four areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing at the 
 same time.  Don't assume that students know how to pronounce 
 even simple words like says.  The more you incorporate speaking 
 and listening, the faster your EL students will acquire academic 
 language and the ability to read and write English.  For example, 
 stories on tape can build pronunciation skills and recognition of 
 sight words. 
 

• Address all learning styles. 
 Make sure all students are actively engaged 90-100% of the time. 
 Effective teachers minimize time spent on announcements and 
 managing paperwork.  Class time should be effectively balanced 
 between lesson delivery and students' time on task.  Let students 
 know what is expected and then provide multiple activities that 
 connect to individual learning preferences.  Incorporate reading, 
 listening, using manipulatives and graphic organizers, drawing, 
 labeling, and encouraging peer discussion. 



 
• Allow brainstorming and pre-writing in native languages. 

 The use of native languages in the classroom is a matter of  
 controversy.  However, when students are brainstorming ideas 
 and digesting new content information, it is vital that they  
 genuinely understand the material.  This is best done in a student's 
 first language.  Allow pre-writing activties to be done in that 
 language, such as during note taking or rough drafting.   Then 
 help students as they construct their final answers in English. 
  
 


