Establish an Inviting and Organized

 Classroom Library

1. Gather a large collection of varied texts – use bonus points from book clubs to order books for free OR ask parents for donations from home of books their children are no longer reading.
a. Poetry

b. Picture books

c. Reference books

d. Book on specific topics (science, sports, animals, etc.)

e. Books in a series

f. Books that have received awards – Caldecott, Newbery, Coretta Scott King, etc
g. Books with a certain theme
h. Short stories

i. Journals, magazines, newspapers
2. Organize books by categories in plastic bins or baskets with a label for each category

3. Arrange books in a way to invite readers – use brightly colored baskets or labels, display picture books face front, use plate stands to display a special book or books.

4. Create a space for temporary books as well – a basket for students to place books they recommend for classmates, a basket to hold books from book talks or literature study, a basket to hold books from the media center or local library that you may have checked out to add to a unit of study.

5. Reorganize the books with your students as well.  Using categories to organize books also helps students think about books in different ways.  Books can fit in more than one category and restructuring your library will help students to view books in different ways.  You could group the same books in different ways (i.e.  one book may fit a certain theme, contain special features, and fit into a specific genre.)

You may even consider having a special chair, beanbag or pillows in your classroom library area to add extra appeal.
