[image: image1.png]



Book talks spark student interest in reading and introduce them to books they may not ordinarily choose for themselves.
Characteristics of Books Talks

· A brief commercial for a book

· Last only one or two minutes

· Whet students’ appetites for reading

Book Talks May Involve

· Talking about the title and author.

· Showing the cover and some of the illustrations.

· Reading aloud the lead or a particularly interesting or exciting part of the book.

· Connecting the book to the students’ lives.

· Posing questions.

· Giving a brief synopsis of the book.

· Connecting the book to other books the students like.

· Telling a little about the plot or about one character.

· Sharing your own response to the book.

How to Give a Book Talk

· Look at everyone.

· Speak loudly so all can hear.

· Talk about the characters, the problem in the story, or some interesting information.

· Read a small part of the book to interest the readers.

· Get the readers interested in the book.

(Information from Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3-6 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell pages 120-122)
Make Book Talks Interesting!

STRATEGIES:

1. Character Based:  While giving your book talk, make a connection to a character or pretend that you are a character in the story!  Tell about the story through the eyes of one of the characters.

2. Mood Based:  Recreate the mood from your book by using a different voice or expression that shows the mood. (scary, mysterious, exciting)

3. Scene Based:  Focus on one particular gripping scene from the story.  Share a picture that illustrates that scene or use a prop that would go along with the scene.

4. Cliff Hanger:  Tell the reader just enough about your story to get them interested, but leave them hanging!  Make them want to read your story to find out what happens!

5. Props:  Bring along props that will catch the readers attention.  If giving a book talk on a book about spiders, why not bring a large, creepy spider puppet to hook your students?

6. News Story:  Give a book talk as if you are a reporter and your book has just made the headline news!

*A fun way to share book talks is to “Stand on a Chair and Share!”

When do I have the time to find good books, think of good books talks, or even give book talks?

· Appendix 56 in Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3-6 Fountas and Pinnell has list of fiction and nonfiction picture books for Grades 3-6.

· Website – http://nancykeane.com/booktalks - great website with large collection of book talks.  You can search by:

· Author
· Title
· Subject
· Interest level

· Book talks only take 1-2 minutes.  Give a short book talk before beginning a focus lesson.  You could opt to give books talks only once or twice a week, as well.

· Invite other staff and/or parents in to give a book talk on a favorite children’s book they’ve read.

After you have modeled how to give a book talk numerous times with your students, have your students give book talks on books they are reading!  This gives them some of the responsibility.  Keep in mind, though, that you want to continue to be a model for how to give book talks.  In addition, book talks are a great way to introduce students to texts they may not ordinarily choose for themselves.  Therefore, you should still play a role in giving the book talks – don’t turn it all over to the students! (
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