
Tips for Interactive Writing

	Texts Created in Interactive Writing 

	Early Emergent

Children just beginning to notice print in the environment and in books


	Emergent

Children starting to use print


	Emergent Continued

Children beginning to read and write simple texts



	· Similar to oral language

· One line of print

· Messages created and read over several days to make a longer text

· Clear spaces

· Familiar topics

· Words that link to name
	· Similar to oral language but incorporate some words and phrases from texts read
· 1 - 2 lines of print

· Clear spaces

· Familiar topics

· Simple punctuation

· Mainly simple words with a few words from texts read
	· Similar to oral language but increasing use of written language characteristics (formal language structures)
· 2 – 4 lines of print

· Clear spaces

· Familiar topics with some content drawn from class studies or experiences



	Focus of Interactive Writing

	Early Emergent/ Emergent
	Emergent Continued

	· Help children compose and remember simple text by repetition
· Bring children’s attention to print
· Talk about where to start and where to go
· Talk about how to make letters (using verbal descriptions and models)
· Have children say words slowly
· Link letters, especially consonant sounds, to names
· Have children write in consonants they hear and /or connect to names
· Emphasize easy high-frequency words
· Write in capital and lowercase letters
· Use and bring attention to simple punctuation
	· Assist composition of several lines of print, one at a time

· Use writing to plan activity

· Emphasize rereading and pointing

· Link consonant and vowel sounds to first and last names

· Have children locate and write high-frequency words with fluency

· Use punctuation – periods, question marks, exclamation points, and quotation marks

· Make connections with the class name chart and word wall
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