
The purpose of reader’s workshop is to give students opportunities to read during the school day and to provide targeted and appropriate instruction.  Reader’s workshop allows for classrooms to become a community of readers with set expectations.  The goal is for students to become independent readers and use a variety of strategies to comprehend and engage in text. Through a balanced reading program, students talk, read, and write about things in which they are genuinely interested.  Teachers model and demonstrate for the students strategies that good readers use and students have the opportunity to practice these strategies during guided reading groups.  Students may also participate in literature study with a group of readers to analyze and discuss text or literacy centers to reinforce strategies taught in class.  Finally, students have the opportunity to apply these strategies during their independent reading and express their thoughts about their reading in response letters to their teacher.  
Reader’s Workshop Components:




For more information about the Reading Workshop, please read 
Chapter 4 in Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3-6 by Fountas and Pinnell.
Reader’s Workshop Components
•  Whole Class Mini Lesson (10-15 minutes)
Modeled Reading

Teacher reads aloud and verbalizes the thinking that occurs while reading – i.e. thinks out loud as the piece is being read.  This demonstrates how good readers read and the in-the-head thinking that takes place.

Shared Reading
Teacher invites students to “read along with” rather than take responsibility for being the main reader.  This can actively engage students in the process that may be beyond their independent level in a non-threatening way.

• Small Groups or Independent Reading (45-60 minutes)
Guided Reading

Teacher and a small homogeneous group of 4-6 children talk, think, and question their way through a book of which they each have a copy.  The main purpose of guided reading is to help students develop reading strategies that can be applied to other texts – i.e. developing strategic readers.  Guided reading fosters independence by guiding them to develop and use strategies when reading independently.  This is the heart of the reading program.

Collaborative Reading

Students collaborate in pairs or small groups for a variety of purposes.  They may read with a partner either orally or silently or meet in literature study groups to discuss books they have independently read.  Collaborative reading promotes a student’s independent development in his/her reading.

Independent Reading

Students choose their own selections and read individually without the support of another reader.  The main purpose is to provide practice in orchestrating and using strategies learned in guided reading.  Independent reading builds reading proficiency and motivates students to read more.

• Whole Class Group Share or Evaluation (5-10 minutes)
Students come together for a group meeting to share something about their reading and to evaluate their work during the reading workshop block.

Things to Consider
Prior to implementing Reader’s Workshop, the teacher will need to make several important decisions about materials.  The following is a list of questions to consider before launching the reading workshop model (before the first day of school).

· Where will student reading materials be stored? (e.g. response notebooks, reading folders, thinkmarks)

· How will classroom library be organized? (e.g. what categories you will use for your books, if you will use baskets/bins to store categories of books, how you will label categories, and where you will house your library (on cart, on bookshelf)

· How/when will materials be introduced?  (e.g. mini-lesson at beginning of Reader’s workshop, model in small group setting)
· Where will students store classroom work? (e.g. reading folder, literature study folder, reading response journal)

· Where will students store rubrics, response letter starters, question task cards, reading list, reading inventory, etc.?

· Where will students turn in response letters? (e.g. tray, basket, or mailbox in established location)

Suggested Classoom Materials

	Material
	Purpose

	Sticky notes
	For students to “flag” places in text during guided reading instruction

	Thinkmark
	For students to record their thinking about their reading and/or prepare ideas for response letters

	Chart Paper
	To record good reading strategies

	Reading Folder
	To organize reading lists, reading interests, response journal prompts, rubrics, etc

	Response Journal
	To write letters to teacher about book student is reading and for teacher to write letter back to student.

	Classroom Library
	To provide students with a wide selection of books for independent reading


Student Materials for Reader’s Workshop

(one needed for every student)

Reading Response Journal

· Students understand that the response journal is a place to write about their reading.  
· This journal is used throughout the year and the work should be completed at school.  
· You may decide to have students divide their journal into different sections.  For example, you may have a section for students to write their response letters, another section to record new vocabulary students learn, a third section to practice reading strategies from guided reading groups, and a fourth section for literature study work.
Reading folder to hold important reading papers

· Dual pocket, pronged folder

· Front pocket to hold extension activities from guided reading

· Back pocket to hold work for literature study

· Inside the prongs are writing tools and documentation forms students use throughout Reader’s Workshop

· Guidelines for Reading Workshop

· Reading Interests

· Reading List

· Response Letter Rubric

· Response Journal Prompts

· Sample Response Letter

Record Keeping
During Reader’s Workshop, teachers are constantly taking notes or making observations of what students are doing well and what they need to work on.  These include objectives to be mastered, informal observations, and comments from guided reading groups and response journals.

Teachers record notes in a variety of ways; here are some suggestions:
· Checklist:  Use online gradebook forms from Wake County.  Class data sheets by quarter has a place to list names of students in class and spaces to record 3 observations or assessments for each objective.  This allows teacher to see all students on one page and form small groups for additional lessons.
· Teacher Notebook/Binder: teacher records date, what students did well, and one skill on which to work.

Launching Reader’s Workshop

The following mini-lessons serve as a guideline for establishing the routines and procedures that will sustain reader’s workshop throughout the year.  Lessons may need to be revisited from time to time as needed.  Also since you know your students best, you may decide to omit lessons, extend lessons, or implement your own lessons.

Lesson Format

	Materials
	Suggested materials for each day are noted in separate Materials chart at beginning of lessons.

	Objective
	Objectives that are addressed during the mini-lesson have been noted.

	Focus
	Focal point of the week’s mini lesson.

	Mini Lesson (10-15 minutes)
	Teacher uses a targeted objective to model a strategy or introduce new materials.

	Independent Reading (45-60 minutes)
	Students are reading independently.  Teacher may be monitoring, conferring, or pulling small groups to work on a strategy.  At the beginning of the year, independent reading may only last 10-15 minutes.  Teacher should increase this time as the year progresses and students demonstrate more independence.

	Sharing (5-10 minutes)
	This time is used for students to share a strategy they practiced during independent reading.  They can share as a class, group, or with a partner.  Some fun strategies include “buzzing” with each to share.


(Book Talk/Minilesson)
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