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Question Task 
Cards
Who?

· Students and teachers can use these cards.

What?

· Question task cards are organized by narrative and expository questions.  In addition, they are isolated by skill so that you have multiple questions that will focus on the same skill.  For example, the Narrative Character Questions have several questions that relate to the characters in the story, but may ask students to think about the characters at different levels of complexity.

When?

· These cards can be used in guided reading groups, literacy centers, independent reading, or as designated questions to respond to in response letters.

Where?
· These cards should be used in the classroom.  You may place them in a literacy center area, at your guided reading table, or in a central location where students can access them.

Why?
· These cards will reinforce skills and strategies you have taught in class.  Several of the cards have different levels of questions so that you can differentiate based on student need.

How?

· There are many ways that you can use these cards.  One way would be to run off copies of cards on colored paper or cardstock, cut papers in half lengthwise as sheets are made with two sets to a page.  Organize cards by topic in envelopes, baskets, or bags.  When you want to work on a particular skill, pull that set of cards out.  You may also choose to use a sticky note or arrow marker to designate which questions you want students to answer.  This is an easy and fast way to differentiate for students.  You may also have students select their own questions and designate which questions they will answer with a sticky.
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1. Why do you think the author wrote this book?

2. How does the author organize the book?

3. How does the author create suspense or humor?

4. Who do you think the author intended as the primary audience for this book?

5. What does the author have to know in order to write this book?

6. How does the author interest you in the book?

7. Why do you think the author wrote the ending this way?

8. How do you picture the author?

9. How does the author use setting in this book?

10. What would you ask the author if you could?
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1. What is the genre?

2. Is this text a good example of this genre?  Why?

3. How is this book like other books you’ve read in this genre?

4. What do you find difficult about reading books in this genre?

[image: image21.jpg]


[image: image2.png]



1. What is the genre?

2. Is this text a good example of this genre?  Why?

3. How is this book like other books you’ve read in this genre?

4. What do you find difficult about reading books in this genre?

[image: image22.png]


[image: image3.jpg]



Knowledge

1. Who are the main characters?

2. What is the story about?

3. List the sequence of events.
Comprehension

1. Retell the story in your own words.

2. Describe the main characters.

3. Explain the problem and resolution.
Application

1. What does the author do to “paint a picture” of the setting?

2. Choose a new title for the section you have just read.

3. If you could interview a character from the book, what questions would you ask?
Analysis

1. What happened at the beginning, middle, and end of the story?

2. How did the author draw you into the story?

3. What are some of your favorite words, phrases, or sentences from the story?
Creative Thinking

1. If you could change a character from the book, what questions would you ask?

2. What would happen if the story took place in a different time?

3. How would the story change if it were written from a different point of view?
Critical Thinking

1. What character would make a good friend?

2. Would you recommend this book to someone else?  Why or why not?

3. What is the most memorable part of this book?  Why?
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1. How would you describe the main characters?

2. Would you choose the main characters as friends?  Why or why not?

3. How do the characters change in the story?

4. How does the author create an image of main characters?

5. How does the author help the reader get to know the main characters?

6. How are some of the characters different from other characters?

7. How are the characters like your friends or family?

8. How are the characters like other characters in books you have read?

9. Which character was your favorite?  Why?

10. How would you change one of the characters?
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1. How does the story make you feel?

2. Have you ever had similar experiences?

3. Does the book remind you of another book?

4. Do any of the characters remind you of someone in your life?

5. How is this story like any other story you know?

6. How are the characters, setting, and problems like those in other stories you have read?

7. How are the characters, setting, and problems connected to your life?

8. Were you reminded of anything in your own life?

9. What does this story make you think or wonder about?

10. What surprised you?

1. How does the story make you feel?

2. Have you ever had similar experiences?

3. Does the book remind you of another book?

4. Do any of the characters remind you of someone in your life?

5. How is this story like any other story you know?

6. How are the characters, setting, and problems, like those in other stories you have read?

7. How are the characters, setting, and problems, connected to your life?

8. Were you reminded of anything in your own life?

9. What does this story make you think or wonder about?

10. What surprised you?
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1. What do the illustrations add to the story?

2. How important are the illustrations?  Explain.

3. What is the role of illustrations in conveying the meaning of the story?

4. What is your favorite illustration?  Why did you choose it?

5. Could you picture what was happening when there was no illustration?  Explain.

[image: image9.jpg]



1. What do the illustrations add to the story?

2. How important are the illustrations?  Explain.

3. What is the role of illustrations in conveying the meaning of the story?

4. What is your favorite illustration?  Why did you choose it?

5. Could you picture what was happening when there was no illustration?  Explain.

Language

Questions

(Narrative)

1. What are some interesting words, phrases, or sentences?

2. Are there words that were used to create a feeling or picture in your mind?

3. Where did the author describe something well?

4. What images did the writing evoke?  How did the author use language to evoke images?

5. What were some of the strongest words the author used?

6. How did the author begin/end the story?

7. Was any of the language especially interesting, vivid, or surprising?
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1. What feelings did you have while reading this book?  Explain.

2. What words or phrases did the author use to make you feel as you did?

3. Describe the funniest/saddest/exciting/unusual/mysterious events.  Explain what the author did to make them that way.

4. What is the most memorable part of the book?  Why?

5. What is the mood in the beginning of the book?  What changes, if any, do you notice as the book progresses?  Explain.

[image: image11.jpg]N 3 =) (@

T

0o A8 /
GECRC

3




1. What feelings did you have while reading this book?  Explain.

2. What words or phrases did the author use to make you feel as you did?

3. Describe the funniest/saddest/exciting/unusual/mysterious events.  Explain what the author did to make them that way.

4. What is the most memorable part of the book?  Why?

5. What is the mood in the beginning of the book?  What changes, if any, do you notice as the book progresses?  Explain.

1. Who tells the story?  Is this the best person to tell it?  Why?

2. Whose point of view is used in the story?

3. What other voices could tell the story?

4. How would the story be different if told through another character’s eyes?
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1. What happened in the story?

2. What was the sequence of events?

3. What was the problem in the story?

4. How was the problem resolved?

5. What parts of the plot kept you interested in the story?

6. What part of the plot was the most exciting to you?

7. Did the ending surprise you?  Why or why not?

8. Was the plot effective?  Why or why not?

9. What other directions might the plot have taken?

10. What was the point of the story?

11. If you were the author, would you have ended it in any different way?  How?

12. What was the most important part of the story?
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Setting

Questions

(Narrative)

1. Where did the story take place?

2. How would you describe the setting of the story?

3. Do you know a place similar to the setting of the story?

4. What time did the story take place:  past, present, or future?

5. Where in the book is the best description of the setting given?

6. What specific words or phrases give you the best visual images of the setting?

7. Is the place important to the story?

8. In another time or place, how would the story change?

9. Does the season or the time affect the characters or the plot of the story?

10. What can you hear, see, feel, or smell as you read?
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1. Select one or more characters and tell how the author describes him/her/them.

2. Did the author use any creative or unusual language in the book?  Give examples.

3. Were you able to form a clear picture in your mind of the characters and events from the information in the text?

4. Were you interested in what was happening throughout the entire book?  What did the author do that made you interested/disinterested?

5. What vocabulary did the author use to enable you to visualize characters, settings, and/or events in the story?
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1. What is the author’s message?

2. What is the story really about?

3. Do you think the title is appropriate for the story?

4. What does the story mean to you?

5. Why did the author write this story?

6. What is the author really trying to say?
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Adapted from Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3-6
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