CREATING CLASS COMMUNITY

Overview



The first weeks of school provide many critical learning opportunities. In addition to the opportunities to introduce students to the classroom, school materials, and classmates, the initial weeks of school provide opportunities to communicate expectations about behavior and begin to create an atmosphere of support and collaboration. This atmosphere will not create itself. Rather, it must be carefully planned by the teacher and constructed with the involvement of students.
The following are intentions during the first six to eight weeks of school:
· Create a climate and tone of warmth and safety.

· Teach the schedule and routines of the school day and our expectations for behavior in each of them.

· Introduce students to the physical environment and materials of the classroom and the school, and teach students how to use and care for them.

· Establish expectations about ways we will learn together in the year ahead.

(Denton, P. & Kriete, R. (2000). The first six weeks of school. Greenfield: MA. Northeast Foundation for Children)


The above intentions require careful planning and attention to the social curriculum, the curriculum that addresses how we learn and work together. The following formats are helpful with developing the social curriculum:
	HOPES AND DREAMS
	http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/pdf_files/hopesdreams.pdf 

http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/pdf_files/13_3nl_3.pdf 



	MORNING MEETING
	http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/pdf_files/13_4nl_1.pdf http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/pdf_files/11_1nl_1.pdf 



	GUIDED DISCOVERIES
	http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/newsletter/16_3nl_1.html 



	CLASS RULES AND LOGICAL CONSEQUENCES
	http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/pdf_files/everydayrules.pdf http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/pdf_files/15_2NL_1.pdf http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/newsletter/16_1nl_1.html http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/pdf_files/qa_11.pdf 


	FAMILY INVOLVEMENT
	http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/newsletter/17_3nl_1.html 
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