Terminology of Balanced Reading
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Teacher reads aloud and verbalizes the thinking that occurs while reading – i.e. thinks out loud as the piece is being read. This demonstrates how good readers read and the in-the-head thinking that takes place. 
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Teacher invites students to “read along with” rather than take responsibility for being the main reader. This can actively engage students in the process that may be beyond their independent level in a non-threatening way. 
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Teacher and a small homogeneous group of 4-7 children talk, think, and question their way through a book of which they each have a copy. The main purpose of guided reading is to help students develop reading strategies that can be applied to other texts – i.e. developing strategic readers. Guided reading fosters independence by guiding them to develop and use strategies when reading independently. This is the heart of the reading program. 
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Students collaborate in pairs or small groups for a variety of purposes.    They may read with a partner either orally of silently or meet in literature circles to discuss books they have independently read. Collaborative reading promotes a student’s independent development in his/her reading.


Independent Reading

Students choose their own selections and read individually without the support of another reader. The main purpose is to provide practice in orchestrating and using strategies learned in guided reading. Independent reading builds reading proficiency and motivates students to read more. 
